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ERIN CARTER, EDITOR                                                                                         APRIL 2008 

     At two in the morning the phone rang; it was a place-
ment worker from Grandfather Home for Children. “Can 
you take the placement of three boys - ages 2, 3 and 4?” 
Bob and Cathy Parks had just received their foster parent 
license a few weeks earlier. They had prayed about their 
decision and looked forward to their first fostering experi-
ence. They had never planned on taking three children at 
once. Could they do this? The placement worker continued, 
noting that the two-year-old was found wandering in the 
street alone wearing only a diaper.  The Department of So-
cial Services (DSS) had been notified by a neighbor. When 
the social worker went to the family home, she discovered horrible living conditions with feces and garbage through-
out the home. One light bulb worked and was moved from room to room for light. A babysitter was there, but asleep 
in the living area. The three children were completely unsupervised and in obvious danger. The birth parents could 
not be found or reached. 
     Bob and Cathy knew it would be difficult, but how could they not take these pitiful little boys. They said they 
would take the placement and do their best! The three scared boys showed up at the Parks’ home a few minutes later.  
     The boys, Evan, Frank and David, had been severely neglected. They had limited social and language skills. They 
were fearful of all adults and were malnourished. The Parks were very patient with them and tried to make them feel 
safe while meeting their basic needs.  
     Evan, who was four, was very emotional and seldom smiled or spoke. When told to go to timeout, he would stand 
and cry. He would eat his meals very fast and hoard food. He also felt it was his responsibility to care for the baby. 
     Frank, three years old, was very angry and had a lot of impulsive and aggressive behavior. If his brothers took a 
toy away from him he would start hitting and kicking. He had tantrums frequently. He was scared of men and had 
very little trust in anyone. He did not get along well with others, especially Evan. He had a difficult time sleeping. 
When it came time to eat, he would eat very slowly to make sure David and Evan had enough food. 
     David was only two when he came to the Parks’ home. He was developmentally delayed. He also had trouble 
sleeping. He would wake up crying about every two hours and Bob would have to hold him to get him to go back to 
sleep. Bob frequently slept in the recliner while holding David.  
     The next few months were very challenging as the boys tried to adapt to a normal routine and family environ-
ment.  There were many times when the Parks were unsure they could continue to handle all three boys, but with 
extra help and perseverance, the Parks made it through.   
     The boys all began to adapt to their new schedules, environments and to their foster family.  Soon after, the boys 
were adopted by the Parks - their first and only foster parents! They have made remarkable progress and have truly 
been a blessing to their parents. Evan now has a great personality and positive self esteem. He no longer hoards food 
because he knows he will be fed.  He has learned to be a child and to let his parents care for his younger siblings. His 
teachers have nicknamed him Smiley because he smiles all the time! At Thanksgiving, when the teacher told her 
students to write down what they were thankful for, he wrote “I am thankful for a family and a bed and hot water 
and a clean house and food to eat.” 
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Bob and Cathy Parks (center) with their adopted 
sons Frank, Evan and David (left to right). 
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As summer is fast approaching, we are working to plan 
activities that will enrich the lives of the children in 
our care.  Please consider funding one of the below 
needs that will give our children the type of summer 
that they deserve.  All needs are per cottage unless oth-
erwise noted. 
 
One session of tutoring (per child)...………….$50 
 
Day trip to Grandfather Mountain…………..$100 
 
Day trip to Hands On Museum……………...$150 
 
Day trip to Discovery Place…………………$300 
 
Day trip to the NC Zoo…………………...…$300 
 
Camp for one child…………………………..$350 
 
Trip to Pigeon Forge………………………...$750 
 
Beach trip for a foster family……………...$1,000 

From the CEOs Desk 
     
     I am pleased to share with you the birth of our sec-
ond granddaughter,  Ashlin Kate Swinkola!  She was 
born March 10th at Northside Hospital in Atlanta. 
     At this exciting time in my life, I am also re-
minded that not all new babies are met with the same 
unconditional love and acceptance that welcomed 
Ashlin.  Many of the newborns that come into Grand-
father Home’s foster care are the children of mothers 
on drugs who viewed these little lives as inconven-
iences.  I ask you to share in my joy, but also take 
time to pray for all of the babies that come into our 
care throughout the year. 

Chairman of the 
Board, Jack Clark, 
Comments on 
Grandfather Home 
 
Why did you become involved 
with Grandfather Home for 
Children (GH)?  Much was 
learned over years of listening 
to Nell Barnhardt and my bride 
Regenia reflect on Miss Anne 
Bryan and Robert and Mariam 
Cannon Hayes’ hands-on nurturing and support.  These 
individuals grew over time to become role models for 
me and eventually led to Regenia and I establishing our 
charitable trust with GH.  Back in the 1990s, I men-
tioned to the CEO, Jim Swinkola, that if my strengths 
ever matched a need to call me.  Some years later he 
called to inquire if I would consider a role as a trustee.  I 
have developed a passion for this role over time.   
Please describe your current involvement with the 
agency.  Recently, my passion has been focused on du-
ties as the chairperson of the Board of Trustees and as a 
trustee for the Community Services for Children board.  
My overall focus is board development, so as to grow 
strengths toward greater capacity and sustainability of 
the organization.  Also, as government pays less every 
year for care of the child now before us, we are chal-
lenged in the area of fund development.  Currently 60% 
of GH’s care and services are funded by private donors, 
making fund development a top priority. 
Are there any stories of children at Grandfather 
Home that stick out in your mind?  The summer be-
fore last, Regenia and I were on campus for a trustee 
meeting.  As we drove by a group of young girls prepar-
ing to roller blade, we stopped to greet them.  They were 
excited to learn that Regenia had lived at GH when she 
was eight years old.  As they one by one announced 
their ages, one seven-year-old exclaimed, “We’re safe!”  
That struck me as being a paramount issue for these 
youngsters.  It is my present belief that if we could 
achieve a mindset in our supporters similar to Mariam 
Cannon Hayes’ – “I have 95 children, one is at home 
and 94 are at Grandfather Home,”  we would develop 
the strengths in private support necessary to teach these 
youngsters the tools required to feel safe and secure and 
to be productive adults. 
Do you have any advice for those who are interested 
in becoming more involved with GH?  One of my 
mentors recently said, never retire!  Make yourself a 
new job with your hobby or volunteer opportunities. I 
would love to see more volunteers sponsoring birthday 
parties, special milestone celebrations, be clothing 
friends and grandparents to the children. 

Jack Clark 
Chairman of the Board 

Jim and granddaughters Kiera and Ashlin 
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EVERLASTING TRIBUTES 
Everlasting tributes are special gifts of $1,000 or more, which are able to significantly touch the lives of our children.   
Healing services, not otherwise afforded, are provided.  Everlasting tributes are listed in the newsletter for one year. 

Everlasting Honors 
John Blackburn 
Kenneth Wilcox 

Michael D. Brown 
Diana R. Brown 

Christine Brown 
Dennis and Anne Higginbotham 

The Children and Staff of Grandfather Home 
Doug Farris 

Stewart Humphrey 
Dick and Glendine Smith 

Dale and Doris Files 
Greg and Saundra Files 

Greg Files, Jr. 
Greg and Saundra Files 

Rick Files 
Greg and Saundra Files 

Friends and Family at Christmas 
Ed and Susan Hardin 

Carolyn King 
Kenneth King 

Jane King 
Jack King 

Josephine S. Leiser 
Josephine S. Leiser Foundation 

Josephine Morrison 
Kevin and Jeanne Poorman 

Richard and Lila Ray 
Mr. and Mrs. John McNeill 
Ken and Evelyn Richter 
Nancy O'Herron Rankin 

 Various Friends and Family 
Barbara Miller  

W. M. and Catherine R. White 
Mary Morrison 

Stephen and Deb Young 
William and Anita Young 

Everlasting Memorials 
All of those in the US Military who have died 

protecting America and our freedom 
William and Anita Young 

John W. Anderson 
Fred and Gwen Deaton 

Isabel Bernhardt 
Jim and Lucy McCarl 
G. Lewis Bernhardt 
Jim and Lucy McCarl 
Eleanor Bradshaw 

Fred and Gwen Deaton 
Norma Campbell 

The Sands Foundation 
Ruth Carr 

Lloyd A. Fry Foundation 
Arlene Dietrich 

Dr. and Mrs. Daniel M. Dietrich 
Charles Dockery 

Fred and Gwen Deaton 
Lillian Fuller 

Charles W. Korbonits 
Mildred Gee 
Elizabeth Gee 
Lee George 

Mrs. Lee George 
Mary Turner Gilliam 
Fred and Gwen Deaton 

Robert Greenwald 
Kathryn Greenwald 

 Dr. and Mrs. Hagerty's Grandparents 
Dr. and Mrs. Cooper Hagerty 

James Hauke 
Bernice Brace 

Robert G. Hayes 
Jack and Regenia Clark 

Edith MacArthur 
Fred and Gwen Deaton 

Randy McKee 
Fred and Gwen Deaton 

B. W. Miller 
Barbara Miller 
Tony Maruca 

Fred and Gwen Deaton 
Jack Parse 

Katherine E. Parse 
Clabon and Sue Perry 
Greg and Saundra Files 

Vivian Swank Pratt 
Kepple Pratt 

A. Paul Priddy 
Jane Priddy 
Bee Rigby 

Mr. and Mrs. Bob Lotts 
J. Robert Roughton, Sr. 

Marjorie Roughton 
Bradley Setzer 

James and Judy Fulton 
John B. Taylor 

Lynn and Susan Carter 
 Victims of the Virginia Tech Tragedy 

of April 16, 2007 
Barnes and Karen Louthan 

Helen Warlick 
John and Margaret Bleynat 

Elvira Wood 
Susan Wood 

Mr. and Mrs. Kenneth Young 
William and Anita Young 

 
 
 
 
     
Brady (5-years old) recently came into a therapeutic foster care home.  
His younger brother also was placed with the same family.  Brady 
was taken into custody of the Department of Social Services due to 
neglect.  He was living with his mother and two younger siblings 
when he and his mother found his younger sister dead.  The mother 
was overwhelmed with grief which led to neglecting her two other 
children.  Because of his experiences with his mother and them hav-
ing to live in a shelter before he was taken into custody, Brady con-
stantly has adult worries—will they be able to keep an apartment 
when he is returned to his mother and how will they get food and fur-
niture.  He does not know what it is like to be a child and has to be 
prompted to do simple things like playing with toys.  Please pray that 
Brady can learn to be a child and that his mother can overcome her 
grief and eventually care for her two children once again. 
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This section of the newsletter is dedicated to a child that has 

recently come into our care and desperately needs your prayers. 

Young Brady deserves a chance to be a 
child.  Please keep him in your prayers. 
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Honor and Memorial Gifts 
Received December 25, 2007—March 15, 2008 

Honor and memorial gifts help support Grandfather Home for Children's ministry to troubled youth and their families. 
A memorial gift is a way of honoring the memory of a departed loved one—a perfect way to express one's sympathy and  

appreciation in times of sorrow.  Honor gifts remember and thank the living.  This expression of thoughtfulness honors friends 
and family on special occasions in their lives such as birthdays, anniversaries, promotions and retirement.  Investing in a young 
life through a memorial or honor gift is an appropriate way to remember someone and provide a lasting tribute to that memory. 

Honors 
 Administrative Team at Her School 

Despina Doulos-Ayers 
Margaret Agle 

Rich Agle 
John and Teta Angel 

George and Carol Harper 
Jonathan Boggs 

Ann Boggs 
William and Aubrey Boynton 

Roberta L. Boynton 
Walter and Jane Hardin 

Deppe Callahan 
Jimmy A. Holshouser 

Nancy Carter 
Gene and Margaret Sullenger 

Frank, Donald and Terry Chappell 
Beatrice Chappell 
Glen Davidson 

William and Aubrey Boynton 
Bill and Donna Dicks 

Everett Davis and Laura Pratt 
Annie Ennis 
Ida Newman 

Kathryn Anderson Eury 
Margaret Agle 

Irv and Dorothy Fryberger 
Stephen and Diane Rydell 

Mr. and Mrs. Wes Garrou 
Kathy Parse 

Everette D. Hobson 
Virginia H. Hobson 

Don Hubble 
William and Linda Foster 

Stewart Humphrey 
Beth Brannon 

Dr. and Mrs. Malcolm Jones 
Bobby and Sylvia Rotenberry 

Pamela Lymberis 
Nancy Downing 

Carl and Isabel Matherly 
Tom and Martha Parham 

Bill McGuire 
Mike and Ann McGuire 

Anyce McKee 
Faith Davison 

 Military Forces 
Major and Mrs. Edwin Luginbuhl 

Barbara Miller 
Anne Gainey 

William and Linda Foster 
Josephine Morrison 

Larry and Anne Garber 
Portia Morrison 

 Our Children and Grandchildren 
William and Aubrey Boynton 
Ken and Rosanne Peacock 
Greg and Claudine Lovins 

Kate Peterson 
Frank and Lera Randall 

Gavin Hayes Reese 
Bonnie Lalonde Reese 
Jim and Patsy Rose 

Mary M. Lampley 
Mozelle Spainhour 

David and Dorothy Harrison 
Shere Stone 

Diane Keasler 
Jim Stouffer 
Teresa Barnes 
Billy Street 

Jack and Regenia Clark 
Rebecca Street 

Jack and Regenia Clark 
Andrew Watson 
Frank L. Evans 

Dick and Barbara Wilson 
Bryant and Nancy Hanley 

 
Memorials 

Robert E. Agle 
Rich Agle 

Michael A. Albert 
John and Milisse Sibson 

Katherine Annas 
Robert Annas 
Evelyn Baird 

John and Margaret Bleynat 
Claude and Mary Barnhardt 

Bessie B. Keller 
Nell Barnhardt 

Jack and Regenia Clark 
Terri Beam 

Mike and Carole Simpson 
Edgar Beaty 

Frank and Lera Randall 
Eleanor Beneman 

Martha Jane Carmichael 
Kenneth Benfield 

Truette and Evelyn Baird 
George L. Bernhardt 
Ed and Ann George 

Charlie Berry 
Theodore and Betty Ely 
Mark Edward Blanton 
Laurie Blanton-Coleman 

Rebecca Blaylock 
John and Teta Angel 

James Boggs 
Ann Boggs 
Lon Boyd 

Anthony and Gail Cole 
Kate Brickey 
Mary Hill Dail 

Ottolene Browning 
Frank and Virginia Dorman 

Mary Louise Fleenor 
Marie B. King 

Gary, Faye, Chad and Courtney Martin 
Ronald and Betty Walker 

Sharon B. Wampler 
Robert and Mariam Cannon Hayes 

Jack and Regenia Clark 
Mattie Carrier 

John and Patsy Carrier 
Tommy Carroll 
Mary Hill Dail 

Robert Steven Clark 
Mary D. McNeill 

Happy Jack Condon 
Madison Bond 

Ina Crane 
Mary Hill Dail 
Ernest Delaney 

Mike and Barbara Delaney 
James M. Dillashaw 

John and Carol Greene 
Christine Faust 
Mary Hill Dail 

C. Warren "Doc" Fleenor 
Mary Louise Fleenor 

Andrew Fraser 
Dick and Barbara Wilson 
William H. Frickhoeffer 

Joan P. Frickhoeffer 
Gray Reese Fulk 

John and Teta Angel 
Lee George 

Mrs. Lee George 
Blaine L. Hansen 

Joe and Shirley Strickland��
Jean Hargreaves 

John and Margaret Bleynat 
Margaret Haxby 
Frances Dryden 
Dorothy Hearn 

Theodore and Betty Ely 
J. Virgil Hileman 

Sue H. Livesay 
Mary R. Hileman 
Elizabeth Horton 

Frank and Lera Randall 
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Children’s Trust Society Highlight:  
Bringing Our Stories Together 

 

 Each of us who care about Grandfather Home for Children has a different 
story.  Mine began shortly after my family and I moved to Bristol, Tennessee in 
1981.  I had been called to become the pastor of the First Presbyterian Church.  
This was the start of a very happy time for us.    
 How little did I realize that I would soon become involved with Grandfa-
ther Home.  Our congregation had long ties with Grandfather Home and when I 
was asked to become a member of the Board of Trustees, I gladly accepted.  By 
then, I was well aware of its special ministry. 
 Over the years, Grandfather Home has become a refuge of last resort for 
many hurting children.  As I was soon to learn further, a child with deep personal 

hurts does not always find a ready welcome everywhere they go.  Some children come to us with at least a 
dozen failed prior placements.  
 In order to meet these needs, the staff at Grandfather Home became even more knowledgeable and 
skilled, and the programs became intensively therapeutic as well as sheltering.      
 With a break between terms, I remained on the Board for approximately fourteen years, before re-
signing.  I had been called to teach at Pittsburgh Theological Seminary and it seemed to be so far away.  But 
I never stopped thinking about the children of Grandfather Home.      
 And then a new chapter in my life with Grandfather Home began.  When we returned to the area, 
Jim Swinkola asked if I would continue to help.  “Of course,” I replied.  “Let me simply talk with people 
about our long term needs and possibilities for joining their life stories with ours.” 
 Each of us has a story.  Yet when we put Grandfather Home in our wills, we somehow bring our sto-
ries together.  We join them with the stories of the children whom we cannot forget. 
 

For ways to mesh your story with this ministry, please give me a call. 
828-669-3641 (home) or 828-260-0002 (cell). 

Dr. Richard A. Ray 
Director, Children’s  

Trust Society   
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 Wildcat Lake, which was drained and closed the last 
two summers due to cracks in the 80-year old dam, has fi-
nally been granted all necessary permits to replace the dam.  
After an unexplained delay by the state, Jim Swinkola and 
Ed Hardin (Chairman of Edgar Tufts Memorial Associa-
tion) decided to enlist the help of State Representative Phil-
lip Frye.  Within days of enlisting Representative Frye’s 
help, the permits were granted by the NC Department of 
Environment and Natural Resources.   
 “This community has waited an awfully long time 
for this permitting process to be complete, so we could get 
our lake back.”  Swinkola noted, “and we are truly appre-
ciative that Representative Frye was able to help get the 
final documents out of Raleigh.”  Mike Eggers Construction Company was contracted more than a year ago 
to undertake construction, and hope is “that the lake might be filled by this summer,” Hardin said.  The dam 
will undergo a complete rebuilding that is designed to last 100 years or more. 
 Even though Edgar Tufts Memorial Association is primarily responsible for the lake, Grandfather 
Home trustees anticipate assuming responsibility for raising funds to replace the endowment and/or find 
operating funds so that the facility will once again be available to the public and Holston Camp in 2008 and 
beyond. 

An early morning picture of a water-filled Wildcat Lake. 



 
 
 
 
 
 

 

APRIL 2008          GRANDFATHER HOME NEWS                                    PAGE 6 
Memorials Continued 

 
Thomas E. Jernigan 

Elk River Club 
Grace E. Johnson 

Martha Jane Carmichael 
Mrs. George Johnson 

Dr. and Mrs. H. C. Kutteh 
Katie Jones 

Jim and Jo Ann Griffin 
Frank J. Jones, Jr. 

Ralph and Denise Shell 
Blaine Klingsporn 

Ken and Daisy Bloemendaal 
Edward Kusel 
Betty Powell 
Brian Lee 

Martha Ray Bradshaw 
Betty Legori 

Steve and Susan Schachner 
Sarah Turner Little 

Loy Ray and Doris Burris 
Kathy Parse 

Marietta Hoyle Massey 
Walter and Kathy Schmitt 

Isabel Matherly 
Patricia L. Chapman 

Lee and Charlene Combs 
Catherine Flenniken 
Don and Susan Fox 

Thomas and Cynthia Haskins 
Roy and Ola Hoover 

Holston Middle School 
Dr. and Mrs. James McGuire 

Josephine Morrison 
Joe and Earline Price 

Donald and Ruby Robertson 
Dorothy T. Royston 

Larry and Mary Sieg 
Mr. and Mrs. Douglas Smith  

and Family 
Ernest and Doris Snyder 

Ray and Florence Trivette 
Ezra and Jean Williams 
Robert C. Maulbetsch 

Joe and Shirley Strickland 
William L. McCoy, Sr. 

D. T. and Mildred McCoy 
Victor McGuire 

Kathy Parse 
Theresa Moody 
Cindy Childers 

Deane Landis Morris 
The Deaton Family 
Virginia Murphy 

Janis Graves 
Jim Pearse 

Dr. and Mrs. H. C. Kutteh 
Howard Phillips 

Chester and Carol Blankenship 
Leona Presnell 

John and Teta Angel 
Warren Jackson Rives 

William and Sarah Spencer 
Harry C. Robbins 

Mr. and Mrs. Ronald S. Ligon 
Bob and Betty Strickland 

Donald T. Robbins 
Lyvonda Robbins 

Kent and Nancy Robinson 
Jane Robinson 

 

Abbie Rogers 
Jack and Regina Clark 

Boyce Rogers 
Harold and Margaret Marshall 

Harold N. Shell 
Ralph and Denise Shell 

Ross J. Smyth 
Peter and Sue McLean 

John Steeken 
Mary M. Lampley 
William V. Swan 

Dick and Suzy Urban 
Margaret Thacker 

Anthony and Gail Cole 
Elaine Timbers 

Nancie Kurtz 
Sara Lee Tolley 

John and Teta Angel 
Mabel Dunn Trask 

Dr. and Mrs. H. A. Nicholson 
Vernon von Drehle 

Frank and Pat von Drehle 
Gabriel Thomas Wampler 

Sharon B. Wampler 
Sarah Daniel Ward 

Jim Ward 
James D. Warren 
Glenda A. Warren 
Richard Watson 
Dottie Royston 

Leonard and Mary Wilson 
Dorothy McKenzie 
Beatrice Withers 

John and Teta Angel 
Helen L. J. Woodland 

John and Margaret Bleynat 

Safety Camera Ruling in Favor of 
Grandfather Home 

 As you may have seen from recent prayer request notices, Grandfather 
Home has disagreed with the North Carolina Department of Health and Human 
Services over our safety camera system for more than a year.  Almost ten years 
ago, Grandfather Home installed a high-security safety camera system to help 
keep our children safe in their cottages at night.  The accrediting agencies that 
monitor us applauded our “best practices” system and a private study that we con-
ducted concluded that safety cameras are a superior method, since awake night 
staff cannot continually supervise children.   
 Over the past year, the state has challenged us, claiming that our time-
tested method is less effective than having extra awake night staff all night.  In 
February, after many months of fighting the state, a judge ruled in our favor and 
granted us a waiver to use the cameras instead of awake night staff!  We are grate-
ful for this ruling, but we still have a long way to go.  In order for this practice to remain acceptable to the 
state, the awake night staff rule will have to change or a special waiver will have to be granted to Grandfather 
Home each year.  Please continue praying that the North Carolina Department of Health and Human Services 
and the court officials will recognize the safety and security that the cameras provide our children.     
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Grandfather Home for Children has been affiliated with the Presbyterian 
Church (USA) since our conception in 1914.  Having this religious affiliation 
makes Grandfather Home a unique place for children to heal for many rea-
sons.  I always get several different questions about how we integrate our 
Christian basis into the care for our children.  I thought I’d answer some of 
the “frequently asked questions” I get from different churches, donors and 
community members. 

Does Grandfather Home accept children of different religious backgrounds?  Yes, Grandfather Home for Chil-
dren reaches out to all children in need regardless of their beliefs.  We have cared for several different types of chil-
dren and respect each individual child’s beliefs.  Our primary goal is for these children to understand that no matter 
what has happened in their past, they are a child of God, and have His unconditional love first and foremost. 

Do children in our care attend church?  Yes.  The children on our Hayes Campus in Banner Elk, and the children 
in our group homes in Asheville, Winston-Salem and Sylva all attend Sunday school and church every Sunday.  
They all attend different denominations including:  Presbyterian (USA), Baptist, Methodist and non-denominational 
Christian.  We believe it is important for these children to see involvement in a church become part of their weekly 
routine and life habits.  Each afternoon after church the children go somewhere to eat, much like we do in our fami-
lies.  Special Sunday school classes and teachers are in place to be considerate of our children’s delicate emotional 
state while they are healing from their past abuse and neglect.  For most of our children, these special people become 
an important influence in their healing as they see the love of God in another person. 

Do the children have access to their own Bibles?  Yes.  Each child receives his or her own Bible upon admittance 
into any of our programs.  Thanks to Banner Elk Presbyterian Church, this is provided to all of our children.  Grand-
father Home for Children strives to provide spiritual healing to these children as well as their emotional healing. 

How can my church help?  All of the churches with whom we have covenants help in different ways.  Some simple 
ways are to pray for all the children in our care as well as the staff that works to help these children heal.  Visit our 
website for a list of updated needs at www.grandfatherhome.org.  Any monetary donation we receive from churches 
always goes directly toward the care of our children and is never used for overhead costs. 

For more information, or to have any other questions answered in detail, please contact Norie Anne Young, Director 
of Church Relations.  Phone: (828) 260-2713 or E-mail: n.young@grandfatherhome.org 

Church Relations Wrap-Up: 
Frequently Asked Questions 

 

By Norie Anne Young 

Norie Anne Young 
Director of Church Relations 
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Contact Erin Carter at (828) 898-5465 to attend any of the above and stay tuned for more fun and exciting events! 



Grandfather Home for Children, a private agency affiliated with the Presbyterian Church (USA), provides love and healing to children and fami-
lies who have been hurt by emotional, sexual, or other abuse.  Our Christian staff works with the children to resolve the hurt, providing hope and 
unconditional acceptance, so they can again live with a family. If a child cannot be reunited with the family of birth, an adopted family or another 
community living arrangement is the goal. Recognizing the critical importance of families, Grandfather Home provides support  services to ensure 
that families will remain together free of abuse and hurt. Prayer and strong private financial support are essential to continually sustain and im-
prove our ministry's work. 

BOARD OF TRUSTEES 
Mr. Sadler Barnhardt  
Charlotte, NC  
Mrs. Christine Brown 
Statesville, NC  
Mr. L. Jack Clark  
Griffin, GA  
Mr. Raymond D. Collins Jr.  
Winston-Salem, NC  
Dr. Daniel Dietrich  
Kingsport, TN  
Mr. Edward Hardin  
Banner Elk, NC  
The Rev. Dr. Daniel Massie  
Charleston, SC 
Mr. J. Don Smith  
Winston-Salem, NC  
Mr. Richard Sparks  
Boone, NC  
Mr. Richard I. Wilson 
Blowing Rock, NC 
Mrs. Tawana Wilson-Allen 
Charlotte, NC 
Dr. Tommy Wright 
Boone, NC 
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     Situations in Brandon’s life had made him 
very afraid of people.  He never felt safe or secure 
--especially in his own home.  Upon arrival at 
Grandfather Home, Brandon brought these fears 
and concerns with him.  He soon learned that 
Grandfather Home has safety cameras in each 
bedroom that will watch over him during the 
night and ensure that no one hurts him again.  He 
knew that if he became scared, he could wave at 
the camera and a safe adult would be in to com-
fort him.  Brandon recently completed an art pro-
ject where he was asked to make a quilt square 
about his experience at Grandfather Home.  As 
you can see, Brandon’s square highlights the 
safety and security that he now feels.   
 

Please continue praying that the state will 
recognize the safety and security 

that these cameras provide our children.   
Brandon proudly displays the quilt square that he designed 
and sewed, which says “When I leave here, I am going to 

remember the security cameras because they kept me safe.” 


