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A History of Graciousness, Compassion, and Love Started by Rev. Edgar and “Miss Bessie” Tufts 

 One evening Mr. Tufts came 
in from visiting in a mountain home in 
which the mother was dying.  He was 
deeply troubled.  “She says she can 
die in peace,” he told his wife, “if she 
could only know someone would take 
care of the baby.”  There were other 
young children in the family, but she 
was afraid neither they nor her hus-
band could care for the baby.  Mrs. 
Tufts did not hesitate.  “Tell her we 
will take her baby.  You can bring him 
down to us tomorrow.  We will either 
keep him or find a good home for 
him.”  (He was too young to be put at 
Grandfather Home, which at that time 
did not have facilities for very young 
children.) 
 The next day Mr. Tufts was 
very busy and it was nearly dark when he went back with 
the comforting message.  That night he had to let his trusty 
horse find their way down the mountain as he held the reins 
in one hand and a bundle of a homespun shawl wrapped 
around an eleven months old baby who weighed only thir-
teen pounds.  The mother had been sick since the baby’s 
birth and there had been very little food for an infant.  The 
father had apologized to Mr. Tufts, “Since our cow went dry 
we’ve just given him bread dipped in sweetened coffee.” 
 The next day when Dr. Tate examined the emaci-
ated little body he said, “Mrs. Tufts you are not well enough 
to take on a sick child, but keep him, he will not live but a 
few days.” 
 Perhaps that was a challenge or perhaps her pity-
ing heart gave her determination to save the little life.  She 
worked, trying every formula until she gradually succeeded, 
and after weeks and then months the little skeleton was a 
plump, happy baby.  Although he did not walk until he was 
two years old, he soon made up for the lost year of his life.  
He remained as a foster child in the Tufts’ home and was 
ever grateful to his foster mother, though he never sepa-
rated himself from or apologized for his natural family.  The 
one request he made from his adopted family was to use 
‘Tufts’ as a middle name and registered for the army as 
Edward Tufts Coles. 

Excerpt from And Set Aglow A Sacred Flame, 
by Margaret Tufts Neal 

 Since those days in the 
early 1900s, Grandfather Home 
has changed quite a bit.  In 1914 
the Home originated as an or-
phanage that provided a Chris-
tian, homelike atmosphere.  Par-
ents had typically passed away 
or could no longer care for their 
children.  Around the 1960s, the 
Home developed into a ministry 
that also provided counseling 
and tutoring, since more and 

more children were coming to the Home with sad-
ness (often from broken homes).  The goal of the 
Home shifted from raising children until adulthood, 
to striving to reunite children with their natural fam-
ily.  In the 1970s, Grandfather Home began provid-
ing family services to children that had been abused 
and traumatized.  Then in the mid 1980s Grandfa-
ther Home turned its focus to healing, restoration 
and family involvement when possible or striving to 
prepare children for adoption.  Severely sexually 
abused children are now the norm at the Home.  
These children can be cared for through the on-
campus residential treatment center in Banner Elk or 
through one of the group homes in Sylva, Asheville, 
Winston-Salem or Raleigh.  They also can be cared 
for through therapeutic or family foster care services 
throughout the state of North Carolina.  Even 
though methods of care and the type of child that 
Grandfather Home serves has changed since Rev. 
and Mrs. Tufts took in little Edward, the mission 
that they started is still being carried out.  Grandfa-
ther Home continues to provide love and Christian 
healing to The Child Now Before Us.    
 

The compassion and love that  
Rev. Edgar Tufts (middle) had  
for children can clearly be seen  

in this picture. 
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Poems from the Children of 
Grandfather Home 
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Summer is in full swing and our kids are out of school!  

Many thanks to those of you who gave funds for  
summertime activities.  Our kids have enjoyed visiting 

museums, camps and other attractions.  As we look  
forward a few weeks, school will be starting back up 

and the children will need educational items and 
experiences.  Please consider the below needs list so 

that we can all work together to give these traumatized  
children the best education possible!  Needs are per 

cottage unless otherwise noted. 
 

School supplies………………………………….…$50 
(backpack, crayons, paper, etc. for one child) 
 
New school clothes for one child………………...$75 
 
Special tutoring for one child………….…...…..$100 
 
Specialized art lessons…………………………..$150 
 
Musical instrument instruction…………………$200 
 
Field trip to NC State Capitol…………………..$350 
 
Field trip to the NC State Museum of Natural  
Sciences……………………………………………$350 
 
Field trip to the UNC Planetarium…………….$350 
 

 

Gifts of Stock 
 

Gifts of stock are not just for end-of-year decisions!  
Donations from individuals are an important life-
blood of our ministry.  While individuals often con-
sider stock as a year-end gift, transfers are appreci-
ated at any time.  Should you wish to consider a gift 
of securities, please use the following information: 

 
 

-Call Jon Cox, Director of Development, prior to the    
  transfer: (828) 260-2708. 
 
 

-Morgan Stanley is our broker: DTC Number: 0015.   
  Our Account Number is: 704-032602. 
 
 

-Morgan Stanley contact: Jack Evans.  Please notify  
  him immediately if stocks are transferred to   
  ensure proper credit for your gift: (843) 973-3125. 

 

Thank you for supporting our ministry! 
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Everlasting Honors 
John Blackburn 
Kenneth Wilcox 

Michael D. Brown 
Diana R. Brown 

Christine Brown 
Dennis and Anne Higginbotham 

The Children and Staff of Grandfather Home 
Doug Faris 

Stewart Humphrey 
Dick and Glendine Smith 

Dale and Doris Files 
Greg and Saundra Files 

Greg Files, Jr. 
Greg and Saundra Files 

Rick Files 
Greg and Saundra Files 

Friends and Family at Christmas 
Ed and Susan Hardin 

Carolyn King 
Kenneth King 

Jane King 
Jack King 

Josephine S. Leiser 
Josephine S. Leiser Foundation 

Josephine Morrison 
Kevin and Jeanne Poorman 

Richard and Lila Ray 
Mr. and Mrs. John McNeill 
Ken and Evelyn Richter 
Nancy O'Herron Rankin 

 Various Friends and Family 
Barbara Miller  

W. M. and Catherine R. White 
Mary Morrison 

 

Stephen and Deb Young 
William and Anita Young 

Everlasting Memorials 
All of those in the US Military who have died 

protecting America and our freedom 
William and Anita Young 

John W. Anderson 
Fred and Gwen Deaton 
G. Lewis Bernhardt 
Jim and Lucy McCarl 
Eleanor Bradshaw 

Fred and Gwen Deaton 
Norma Campbell 

Richard and Mary Anne Cree 
The Sands Foundation 

Ruth Carr 
Lloyd A. Fry Foundation 

Arlene Dietrich 
Daniel and Dee Dee Dietrich 

Charles Dockery 
Fred and Gwen Deaton 

Frederick M. Fox 
Dorothy Smith-Fox 

Lillian Fuller 
Charles W. Korbonits 

Mildred Gee 
Elizabeth Gee 
Lee George 

Mrs. Lee George 
Mary Turner Gilliam  
Fred and Gwen Deaton 

Robert Greenwald 
Kathryn Greenwald 

 Dr. and Mrs. Hagerty's Grandparents 
Dr. and Mrs. Cooper Hagerty 

 

James Hauke 
Bernice Brace 

Robert G. Hayes 
Jack and Regenia Clark 

Edith MacArthur 
Fred and Gwen Deaton 

Randy McKee 
Fred and Gwen Deaton 

B. W. Miller 
Barbara Miller 
Tony Maruca 

Fred and Gwen Deaton 
Jack Parse 

Katherine E. Parse 
Clabon and Sue Perry 
Greg and Saundra Files 

Vivian Swank Pratt 
Kepple Pratt 

A. Paul Priddy 
Jane Priddy 
Bee Rigby 

Mr. and Mrs. Bob Lotts 
J. Robert Roughton, Sr. 

Marjorie Roughton 
Bradley Setzer 

James and Judy Fulton 
John B. Taylor 

Lynn and Susan Carter 
 Victims of the Virginia Tech Tragedy 

Barnes and Karen Louthan 
Helen Warlick 

John and Margaret Bleynat 
Elvira Wood 
Susan Wood 

Mr. and Mrs. Kenneth Young 
William and Anita Young 

     From the  
  CEO’s Desk 
� History is filled with heroes who rise to the occasion in 
times of need.  Our history, the history of Grandfather Home for 
Children, is no different.  Edgar Tufts saw need all around him.  
He saw the spiritual needs in the mountains and became the min-
ister to the high country, traveling on horseback to fill numerous 
pulpits each Sunday.  He saw health needs and invited a doctor to 
begin treating folks in what would become Cannon Memorial 
Hospital.  He saw educational needs and began teaching young 
people; Lees-McRae College was born.  Lastly, he saw families shattered by loss.  Children were in need of 
care and Edgar Tufts founded Grandfather Home for Children.  Countless others have followed in that role 
over the past 94 years.  Today the heroes of our work are found in the pages of this newsletter—caring foster 
parents, faithful and generous supporters, and most importantly, innocent children who are facing unfathom-
able challenges with strength and courage.  We thank all of you!  A group of heroes all working together to 
make this work possible. 

Jim and granddaughters Kiera and Ashlin 

EVERLASTING TRIBUTES 
Everlasting tributes are special gifts of $1,000 or more, which are able to significantly touch the lives of our children.   
Healing services, not otherwise afforded, are provided.  Everlasting tributes are listed in the newsletter for one year. 
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Honor and Memorial Gifts 
Received March 16, 2008—June 15, 2008 

Honor and memorial gifts help support Grandfather Home for Children's ministry to troubled youth and their families. 
A memorial gift is a way of honoring the memory of a departed loved one—a perfect way to express one's sympathy and  

appreciation in times of sorrow.  Honor gifts remember and thank the living.  This expression of thoughtfulness honors friends 
and family on special occasions in their lives such as birthdays, anniversaries, promotions and retirement.  Investing in a young 
life through a memorial or honor gift is an appropriate way to remember someone and provide a lasting tribute to that memory. 

Honor Gifts 
G. Alex Bernhardt, Sr. 

Larry and Barbara Freiman 
Jim and Lucy McCarl 

Rev. Dr. David H. Burr 
Paul Ingle 

Elizabeth Burwell 
Lois W. Smith 
Jack Clark 

Regenia Clark 
James L. Davis 
Claude Davis 
Fred Deaton 

Isabelle G. Gemmell 
C. R. Dolby 

Jim and Gina Bigger 
Hazel H. Ferrce 

Benjamin and Rachel Perrou 
Ruth Fitzgibbon 
Susan Fitzgibbon 

Marilyn Gildersleeve 
Bob and Carol Allen 

Audrey Loralyn Hobday 
Harold and Mary Anne Marsh 

Troy Howard 
Lois W. Smith 

Richard A. McLean 
James and Joyce McLean 

Jim McLean 
Rick and Judith McLean 
Nanci Talbert Nance 

Katie Peterson 
Rev. Brown Patton 

David and Rose Halperin 
Kate Peterson 

Frank and Lera Randall 
Audrey Potter 
Patrice Wade 

Gavin Hayes Reese 
Bonnie Lalonde Reese 

Joe Reid 
Jim E. Shepherd, Jr. 
Jeanette Roberts 

Mike and Mary Louise Roberts 
Pat Stouffer 

The Barnes Family 
Jim and Margaret Townsend 

Gary and Marianne Pruett 

Memorial Gifts  
Merrill Anderson 

Martha Jane Carmichael 
James and Mary Atwater 

Ann Zarbuck 
Catherine Bagnal 

Vic and Doris Troutman 
Evelyn Lindsay Baird 

John and Margaret Bleynat 
Naomi Bounous Rostan 

Mr. and  Mrs. Ted D. Furr 
Campbell and Joyce Hunter 

Linda B.  Bolick 
Betty Sherrill 

Susan, Becki and Frances Barlowe 
Henry E. Perrou 

Ken and Marilee Stettler, Jr. 
Agnes T. Scroggs 

Mr. and  Mrs. Joe Baird 
Willie and Rachel Woodie 
Mr. and  Mrs. Terry Piercy 

Barbara Williams 
Earl Franklin and Margaret Headrick 

Mr. and Mrs. Woodrow Poor 
Celeste F. Rollins 

James and Joyce Gibson 
Kenneth and Junine Bumgarner 

John and Linda Brackett 
Sylby P. Martinat 

Bill and Laura Satterwhite 
Lee Roy and Frances Huffman 
Loy Ray and Doris Burris, Jr. 

Lebron and Doris Johnson 
Lillian Mauney 

Faye Burris Barnhardt 
Bessie B. Keller 
Nell Barnhardt 

Jack and Regenia Clark 
Debra Hall Barrett 

Mr. and  Mrs. Kent Eubank  
and Family 

Dr. and  Mrs. Ralph Denham 
Mr. and Mrs. Ron Kole  

Gregory E. Bartee 
Lee and Charlene Combs 

Elizabeth Flanagan Bowlin 
Grover and Marianne Gore 

 

Audrey Boynton 
Barbara B. Timberman 

Ottolene Browning 
Gary and Faye Martin and Family 

Frank and Virginia Dorman 
Betty Walker 

Randy and Estalyne Cross 
John and Pat Clark 

Larry and Betty Reynolds 
Clementine Perrou Butler 

Benjamin and Rachel Perrou 
Rosalba P. Shook 

Jackie Clay 
Wayne E. Clay 
Jenny Darby 

Richard and Lila Ray 
Sunshyne Peay Davis 

Finders Keepers 
Lonnie and Janice Kent 

Dorothy Doerfert 
Richard and Barbara Wilson 

Charles Dulaney 
John and Brenda Dulaney 

Glen and Peggy Smith 
Martha Jane Carmichael 

Carlo and Kristen Hoskins 
Brian and Amy Dulaney 

Rev. David Cagle 
Marietta M.  Huckeba 

Emma V. Erwin 
Ruth Circle of  

First Presbyterian Franklin 
Ed Evans 

Louie J. Strickland 
Jane Bowman Fort 

Ann H. Kibler 
Vivian Alberta Garrou 

Loy Ray and Doris Burris, Jr. 
Earl Goins 

Lee and Charlene Combs 
Eva Goodwin 

Bessie B. Keller 
Blaine Hansen 

John and Birte Hogan 
Alvin Hardy 

Frank and Lera  Randall 
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Children’s 
Trust Society 

Highlight 
 We recently had a 
heavy windstorm here in North 
Carolina.  It caught us all by 
surprise.  It wasn’t that we did-
n’t know that windstorms hap-
pened.  It was just that in spite 
of severe weather reports from 
around the country, we did not 
expect it to happen here. 

 At our house in Montreat, NC, we experienced 
the storm in several ways.  We lost our electric power, 
our telephone line, and our assurance that things were 
going well.  Actually, we also lost some trees and we 
suffered some damage to our home and our car.  This 
was when we realized that we needed help. 
 This windstorm could represent what happens 
to most of the children under our care.  However we 
might define it, a windstorm has swept into their lives.  
They lose the power that comes from parental love 
flowing steadily into their lives.  And when that 
deeply important power disappears, they feel bewil-
dered and afraid. 
 When children lose the power to communicate 
their deepest feelings, the telephone lines, so to speak, 
are down.  They can no longer cry out.  They cannot 
ask others for help.  And then that deep internal assur-
ance that someone understands is no longer there. 
 If we then use trees as a figure of speech, we 
could say more.  When trees fall, we lose the signs of 
spring after a cold winter.  And in the summer, we no 
longer have them for the comfort of shade.  The fallen 
tree is no longer a familiar friend.  Instead, it becomes 
something of a threat.  In like manner, sometimes chil-
dren find that even family members and friends have 
become their enemies.  They become sources of harm.  
The ones they once admired and trusted become abus-
ers, falling like dangerous trees across their lives. 
 Thankfully, at our house it was only a wind-
storm.  Skilled helpers soon showed up.  Electricians, 
telephone experts, and tree surgeons came bringing the 
needed relief.  When we give our attention to children, 
we are all needed.  Will you join us in providing spiri-
tual, emotional and physical relief to our children?  
Your help is needed when windstorms strike. 

 

(828) 669-3641 (Home) 
(8282 260-0002 (Cell) 

Dr. Richard A. Ray 
Director, Children’s  

Trust Society   
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June 6, 2008 - Blowing Rock Country Club 

Left: Sam and 
DeLois Anderson of 

Kingsport, TN. 

Right: Mrs. Rose 
Holden Cole of 
Newland, NC. 

Left: Chuck and 
Mary Dickinson of 
Banner Elk, NC. 

Right:  James and 
Lucy McCarl of  

Lenoir, NC. 

When people make a decision to include Grandfather 
Home in their will or estate plans in any way, however 

large or small, we show our appreciation for them at this 
annual dinner.  You can become a member of the  

Children's Trust Society by simply notifying Grandfather 
Home that you have taken this step. You need not share 

with us the specific arrangements.  Gifts made in this way 
continue to bear fruit for many years, becoming part of 

the endowment or going to support special capital  
projects.  Many thanks to all of the folks that attended the  

2008 CTS Dinner.   
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Memorials Continued 
Richard R. Harkness 

Ruth R. Beeson 
Cecil Lloyd Harper 
John and Roma Angel 

Lea A. Harrison 
Grover and Marianne Gore 

Osborne Hefner 
Gay and Lacey Martin 

Clarence Edward Hobgood 
Ruth R. Beeson 

Michelle Howard 
John and Roma Angel 

Cathy Kennedy 
Grover and Marianne Gore 

William F. Koerschner 
William G. Spencer 

Beryl Birdsong Kraemer 
Richard and Lila Ray 

Hubert Lindsay 
Truette Baird 

James C. "Jim" Link 
Harper and Brenda Beall 
Robert and Janie Binnion 

Ralph and Christine Brown 
Elk River Club 

Daniel Clyde Lisk 
Ruth R. Beeson 

Col. William R. Madden, Jr. 
Bob and Jane Snyder 

Isabel Matherly 
Ronnie and Caroline Carter 

The Norris Family 
Joanie Neal 

 

Ruth McGraw 
Martha Jane Carmichael 

John McNeely 
Frank Randall Family 
Bill and Sarah Spencer 
Mrs. "Rusty" Miller 

Frank, Lera and Richard Randall 
Darlene Mitchell 

Mike and Judy Daniels 
Richard Dixon Neal 

Joanie Neal 
David, Nephew of Susan Normand 

Jack and Regenia Clark 
Robert Parnell 

E. C. and Lynn Newman 
Benjamin L. Pons 

John and Margaret Bleynat 
Frankie Price 

Charles A. Sine, Jr. 
Christopher L. Raber 

Robert and Janie Binnion 
Alice Graham Rambin 
Richard and Lila Ray 

Alyce Reiss 
Kathy Parse 

Frederick L. Rodenbeck 
Ruth R. Beeson 

Fred L. Roupe, Sr. 
Scott and Janet Wooten 

Jean Sherrod 
Nancy Woodward 

Kermit Shinn 
Carl and Sybil Sims 

 
 

Zeb Shook 
William and Sarah Spencer 

Katie Peterson 
Ben Bosworth 

Frank and Lera Randall 
James and Sandra Foster 

Brunilda Caro-Justin 
Arnold Spitzen and Carol McNeely 

Glen Stanley 
Martha Jane Carmichael 

Ken Stanley 
Nancie Kurtz 

Nellie Zell Sullivan 
Nancy Sullivan 

Eric Richard Svenson 
Ruth R. Beeson 

Agnes Hester Taylor 
Steve A. Garner 

Dr. Lucian Tatum 
Jack and Regenia Clark 

Irwin Tepper 
Madison Bond 

Robert ‘Bob’ Wallace 
Ruth W. Short 
Ed Watson 

Elk River Club 
Mr. and Mrs. G. M. Williams 

C. D. Williams 
Dr. W. Benjamin Williams 

Allen and Margaret Park 
Evan Ricely Wills 

Richard and Lila Ray 

 
 
 
 

Adrianna, 8,  and Stefan, 10, came to Grandfather Home a few months 
ago.  Unfortunately, this sibling set from the Ukraine has had a tumul-
tuous childhood.  The Ukrainian government removed the two chil-
dren and three other siblings from their parent’s home due to physical 
and severe sexual abuse, as well as neglect.  The children were placed 
in a Ukrainian orphanage and were soon adopted by an American fam-
ily.  Although the family realized that these children had major issues 
and a lot of baggage, they agreed to adopt Adrianna and Stefan.  Once 
the two children came to live with the family, issues and disturbing 
behaviors from their past began to surface and affect the other children 
within the family.  The family quickly realized that the children needed outside and intensive help/therapy.  
Thankfully, the children have ended up at Grandfather Home.  Unfortunately, the American family has decided 
that they no longer want the children to come back to their home.  Children in treatment need to have a goal to 
work toward, but with no family, these children feel abandoned and lonely.  Please pray for their healing and 
that they will ultimately receive a family that will love them for the rest of their lives. 
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This section of the newsletter is dedicated to a child that has 

recently come into our care and desperately needs your prayers. 

Please pray for Adrianna and Stefan 
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 I believe for all of us, history is important.  For some, our inter-
est is our personal family history of where we came from, and our heri-
tage.  For others our interest is religious history: what our families be-
lieve and why.  Many have an interest in world history.  Whichever his-
tory interests you, it always resonates with me, because when I explain 
the ministry of Grandfather Home, people are always interested in our 
history.  Grandfather Home’s history rightfully captures interest as peo-
ple become impressed that one man, a Presbyterian minister, followed his call from God to serve children, 
and specifically children in need.  What would Edgar Tufts, our Presbyterian founder, think if he could 
walk on the campus of Grandfather Home today?  I would certainly like to think he’d be pleased with 
where his legacy has lead this ministry of serving children, and that in 2008 there are still caring, compas-
sionate people, who like him, feel called to serve and support children in need. 
 For many of you, it’s your personal histories that have lead you to support Grandfather Home.  It 
may be through a long-standing family history of support, the history of always being Presbyterian, or the 
history of a friendship that introduced you to the ministry.  In the churches, I believe there is comfort to the 
structure of Presbyterians that take mission support very seriously, whether it be local, national or interna-
tional.  With Grandfather Home, as our ministry introduces new staff faces, meets new ministers in our 
covenant presbyteries, and greets the new faces of friends of supporters, people come together to join a his-
tory of serving children.  New histories of support are always being made that lead us into the future of Ed-
gar Tufts’ vision. 
 As people wonder what kind of world we bring our own children into, and what kind of legacy we 
will leave them, we can rest assured that in one tiny corner of history, there is a ministry that continues to 
help heal children.  Of all the bad things we hear that have happened to the children Grandfather Home 
serves, there are many more people who want to help than hurt these children.  There are more people who 
want to teach their children of the good that can come from helping others, and teach them the history and 
importance of serving children and families in need. 
 

It is with bittersweet emotions that I am leaving employment with Grandfather Home.  My family and I are 
moving to Nashville so my husband can take an amazing educational and employment opportunity with 

Vanderbilt University.  We have both prayerfully considered this move and feel this is where God wants us to 
go.  As I am sadly leaving this position and ministry I love,  I am grateful for the wonderful people I have  

gotten to work with in the churches, and am thankful so many people feel called to help heal these children.   
As I leave employment, I will stay a faithful supporter of Grandfather Home’s ministry knowing the wonderful 

work that is carried out here.   

Church Relations Wrap-Up:  
History Brings Us Together 

 

By Norie Anne Young 

Norie Anne Young 
Director of Church Relations 

������� ��	
��� �������� ��	
��� �������� ��	
��� �������� ��	
��� � Grandfather Home recently finalized the adop-

tion of a three-year old boy!  He came to us from a meth home and of course, did 
not have a single item of his own.  He was extremely malnourished and very piti-
ful the night that we received him.  He looked like a skeleton with skin.  We 
placed him with his half sister in a foster home.  They have now been in this 
home for about two years!  The home is a wonderful, Christian home with loving 
parents.  The sister was legally adopted three months ago.  Please thank the Lord 
that this wonderful family has so graciously cared for these children and that they 
are able to stay together, healthy and happy for the rest of their lives.   



Grandfather Home for Children, a private agency affiliated with the Presbyterian Church (USA), provides love and healing to children and fami-
lies who have been hurt by emotional, sexual, or other abuse.  Our Christian staff works with the children to resolve the hurt, providing hope and 
unconditional acceptance, so they can again live with a family. If a child cannot be reunited with the family of birth, an adopted family or another 
community living arrangement is the goal. Recognizing the critical importance of families, Grandfather Home provides support  services to ensure 
that families will remain together free of abuse and hurt. Prayer and strong private financial support are essential to continually sustain and im-
prove our ministry's work. 
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