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          Ally came into Grandfather 
Home’s care with a broken heart and 
many questions.  She had been through so 
much in her life already.  Ally was adopted as an infant, from Peru.  Unfortunately, when she was seven 
years old, her adoptive mother died from lupus.  Soon after her mother’s death, her adoptive father married a 
new woman with two children.  The new wife was not accepting of Ally and her brother, Brandon, and the 
situation quickly escalated to the point where the children (mostly Brandon) were being locked in the base-
ment without food, as a punishment.  Brandon finally escaped and was hospitalized for starvation.  The re-
maining children were removed from the home and placed with other family members.  These arrangements 
did not work out for any of the children and they came into the care of Grandfather Home. 
 Ally was placed in the Miller foster home and has lived there for the past two years.  She has formed 
a deep bond with them, growing herself, in many ways.  With the Miller’s support and encouragement, as 
well as the many professionals working with her, Ally has developed a sense of security, belonging and joy 
in her life.   

 The Millers have grown to love Ally very much and  
they consider her part of their family.  In March 2009, Ally 
officially became the newest member of the Miller family.  
Her adoption was finalized two weeks before her 18th birth-
day!  In April, staff from Grandfather Home, Ally’s friends 
and new family took part in an adoption celebration.  At the 
celebration, the family members, including Ally, took their 
individual candles and lit one candle together to symbolize 
their unity forever! 
 Ally has since graduated from high school and is 
looking forward to a future filled with positive experiences.  
She has matured and transformed into a responsible and 
healthy young adult.  She is happy to have a forever family 
with the Millers. 
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The Miller family, including their biological children, celebrate Ally 

joining their family forever.  They all feel that Ally is a blessing. 

(Left) Ally with her new parents, Bruce and Denise Miller.  Ally maintains 
a positive relationship with her other biological siblings, who live near by. 
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Summer is in full swing and our kids are out of school!  

As we look  forward just a few weeks, school will be 
starting back up and our children will need 

educational items and experiences.  Please consider 
the below needs list so that we can all work together to 

give these children the best education possible! 
Needs are per child unless otherwise noted. 

 
Sponsor a classroom for one year……………..$5,000 
 
Educational field trip for one classroom………..$350 
 
Musical instrument instruction………………...…$200 
 
Therapeutic art lessons ……………..…………….$150 
 
Special tutoring………………………….……..…..$100 
 
New school clothes………………………………....$100 
 
School supplies………………………………….……$50 
(backpack, crayons, paper, etc. for one child) 
 

If you would like to purchase school supplies 
yourself and bring them by or mail them, please 

contact Erin Carter at 828.898.5465 or at 
e.carter@grandfatherhome.org. 

 

 Cooper was born two months premature with 
cocaine in his system.  Both parents are drug addicts 
and have lost three other children (one was adopted, 
one is in a foster home and the other child was killed 
by a car due to lack of supervision by the mother.  She 
allowed her children to play in the car while she took a 
shower and one of the children ran over the other one).  
The parents never visited Cooper in the hospital dur-
ing his two-month stay in the NICU.  The plan at that 
time was for Cooper to return to his maternal great 
grandmother, but she never showed up to get the train-
ing needed to care for him.  He was placed in one of 
our foster homes.  Cooper was on oxygen and a heart 
apnea monitor and needed medication for acid reflux.  
In addition to his prematurity, he also was diagnosed 
with Chronic Lung Disease. 
 In his new home, Cooper flourished and was 
taken off oxygen within three months and then off the 
heart apnea monitor within five months.  He grew 
quickly and the foster parents worked with him daily 
to help him catch up developmentally.  The foster 
mother took off work for three months to stay at home 
with him.  When she returned to work, the foster fa-
ther rearranged his schedule to stay at home with Coo-
per every day throughout the week.  This way, Cooper 
did not have to go to daycare.  Daycare is much too 
risky for a fragile baby like Cooper.  This family to-
tally rearranged their lives for the best interest of this 
child, and have happily done so.  Cooper has fulfilled 
their lives and brought them much happiness. 
 Recently, the Department of Social Services 
decided to try reunification with the maternal great 
grandmother.  This failed after only one week and 
Cooper was returned to the foster home.  The foster 
family pursued adoption of Cooper and they were suc-
cessful!  The parents never asked for continued visits 
or contact with Cooper.  Both went to prison on drug 
charges shortly after the adoption. 
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Everlasting Honor Gifts 
Michael D. Brown 

Diana R. Brown 
Family and Friends 
Ed and Susan Hardin 
Josephine S. Leiser 

Josephine S. Leiser Foundation 
Jim McCarl 
Lucy McCarl 
Jo Morrison 

Kevin and Jeanne Poorman 
Richard and Lila Ray 
John and Mary McNeill 

Jane Snyder 
Bob Snyder 

Jim and Ann Swinkola 
Jo Morrison 

Various Friends and Family 
Barbara Miller 

Dick and Barbara Wilson and 
all Grandparents’ Club Members 

Carl and Deb Anderson 
 
 
 

Everlasting Memorial Gifts 
Mr. and Mrs. Sam Anderson, Sr. 

Sam and DeLois Anderson 
Evelyn Baird 
Truette Baird 

John Bell 
Ralph and Christine Brown 

George L. Bernhardt 
Jim and Lucy McCarl 
Carl B. Brown, Jr. 

Pamela Vinson 
Jeff Coleman 

Harriet Coleman 
Norma Campbell 

Richard and Mary Anne Cree 
Doris Corl 

Fred and Gwen Deaton 
Robert O. Ebert 

Fred and Gwen Deaton 
Frederick M. Fox 
Dorothy Smith-Fox 
Mildred M. Gee 

Elizabeth Gee 
Robert Greenwald 
Kathryn Greenwald 
Martha Greenwald 
Kathryn Greenwald 
Carolyn H. King 

Kenneth King 
Robert Paul Lambdin, Sr. 

Jeanne Lambdin 
Mrs. Douglas McElwee 
Fred and Gwen Deaton 

Edward B. "Ed" McKenzie 
Fred and Gwen Deaton 

B. W. Miller 
Barbara Miller 

Jack Parse 
Kathy Parse 

A. Paul Priddy 
Jane Priddy 

Christopher L. Raber 
Bob and Janie Binnion 

Dorothy Rodgers 
Fred and Gwen Deaton 

J. Robert Roughton, Sr. 
Marjorie Roughton 
Bradley R. Setzer 

The Grandchildren of 
James and Judy Fulton 
John Bynum Taylor 

Lynn and Susan Carter 
Sara Lynn Viele 

George and Shirley Viele 
Charles H. "Charlie" von Stein 

Gloria von Stein 
Mary Womack 

Herb and Jane Carroll 
Elvira J. Wood 

Susan Wood 
 

EVERLASTING TRIBUTES 
Everlasting tributes are special gifts of $1,000 or more, which are able to significantly touch the lives of our children.   
Healing services, not otherwise afforded, are provided.  Everlasting tributes are listed in the newsletter for one year. 

From the CEO’s Desk  
 Overcoming difficult times and moving 
boldly into the future.  Such is the theme of two 
recent high school graduates as well as the Grand-

father Home ministry. 
 Both girls won my heart!  First I heard Beth speak of overcoming child-
hood abuse and neglect of the most extreme nature. She recalled snorting cocaine 
at the kitchen table, with her mother.  She talked of hitting bottom when she 
needed to have her stomach pumped at the emergency room.  Then I heard Emily 
talk of overcoming life situations what would have crushed emotionally weaker 
girls.  I am proud to announce that both girls will be college freshman, at different 
campuses within the North Carolina University system.  They have taken control 
of their lives and are moving boldly into a bright future. 
 In the almost 100 years of ministry at Grandfather Home, there have been difficult times.  Another 
difficult time is predicted soon.  There is no good news for children’s programs in any government budget 
drafts that I have seen.  Funds for programs operated by Grandfather Home are slated for dramatic cuts and, 
in some cases, total eliminations.  However, our ministry will, like Beth and Emily, overcome these difficult 
time and move boldly into the future.  I believe that is God’s plan for us! 

Jim Swinkola, CEO 
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Honor and Memorial Gifts 
Received March 16, 2009—June 15, 2009 

Honor and memorial gifts help support Grandfather Home for Children's ministry to troubled youth and their families. 
A memorial gift is a way of honoring the memory of a departed loved one—a perfect way to express one's sympathy and  

appreciation in times of sorrow.  Honor gifts remember and thank the living.  This expression of thoughtfulness honors friends 
and family on special occasions in their lives such as birthdays, anniversaries, promotions and retirement.  Investing in a young 
life through a memorial or honor gift is an appropriate way to remember someone and provide a lasting tribute to that memory. 

Honor Gifts 
Judge and Mrs. Beverly T. Beal 

Jim and Lucy McCarl 
Elizabeth Burwell 

Lois W. Smith 
Bruce Chadwick 
Gwynne Chadwick 
James L. Davis 

Vicki Heath 
2009 Grandfather Academy 

Graduates 
 Share the Cheer Foundation 

Marilyn Gildersleeve 
Bob and Carol Allen 

Ed and Jo Ann Hatcher 
Mary Landrum 
Troy Howard 
Lois W. Smith 

Jesus 
Jack and Regenia Clark 

Ray and Barbara Kujawski 
Teresa Barnes 

Jimmy McLean 
Rick McLean 

Richard A. McLean 
Jimmy and Joyce McLean 

Hudson and Kate Morgan 
Charles and Melanie Shell 

Gavin Hayes Reese 
Bonnie Reese 

G. A. and Shirley Sywassink 
Gary and Gladys Barnard 

Jim Townsend 
Gary and Marianne Pruett 

Nicholas and Deborah Viscomi 
Nicholas and Carmela Croce 
Marty and Kirstin Wade 

Patty Wade 
Tommy Young 

William and Helen Russell 
 

Memorial Gifts  
Isaac Amen, Sr. 

Fred and Gwen Deaton 
James B. "Jim" Andrews, II 

Mary E. Weaver 
Ralph Everett Auten, Jr. 

Brenda Gladden 

Jerry C. Barnette 
Evelyn and Beverly Barnette 

Catherine Baumgartner 
Jack and Regenia Clark 

Audrey Boynton 
Bill Boyton 

Donald E. "Don" Brown 
Bill and Donna Sade 

Anne Bryan 
Jack and Regenia Clark 

Betty Jane Perrou Causby 
John and Margaret Bleynat 

Lois Bleynat 
Loy Ray and Doris Burris 
Harold and Kaye Perrou 

Henry Perrou 
Gary and Marie McClure 

Bushing Chen 
Frances Dryden 

Rachel T. Cherry 
Dr. and Mrs. Hanna Kutteh 

Jackie Cook Clay 
Wayne Clay 

Freddie Cook 
Gary, Faye, Chad and  

Courtney Martin 
Joe Davis 

Myrna Holder 
Julius Deal 

Truette Baird 
Dee Dukes 

Ralph and Jane Denham 
Mr. and Mrs. Ron Kole 
Ova Green Fleetwood 

John and Martha Holmes 
Alvin Fleishman 

Hans and Lisa Vogel 
Sue Fleming 

John and Teta Angel 
Frederick M. Fox 
Dorothy Smith-Fox 
Isabelle Gemmell 
The Deaton Family 

Amanda Marie Guffey 
Roy and Jane Gillis Turner 

Joe D. Hardin 
Margaret Hardin 

 

Lucie Holeman 
George and Ann Greer 

Billy Hurst 
Ed and Susan Hardin 
Donald Wayne Jones 
Bill and Donna Sade 
Sue Treadwell Ladd 
Shirley Ashabranner 

Elgin and Jeanne Bayless 
Mr. and Mrs. Harold Bernhardt 

Susan Cardaci and Family 
June de Paoli 

Paul and Cathy de Paoli 
Dominic and Julia Falcone 

George and Hilleary Gramling 
David and Kay Holloman 

Martha McNeal 
Medical Associates of Tamarac 

Doctors and Staff 
The Molm Family 

James and Hope Nielander 
Charles and Billie Palmer 
Jay and Debbie Pitchford 
Don and Debra Posner 

Tom, Ginny, Mallory and  
Gabriel Risner 
Jane Shashy 

Herbert and Lenore Scott 
Jill Scott 

Howard and Celia Sorrells 
Joan Spatz 
Joy Tinsley 

Nancy Webster 
Dan and Amelia Ann Whisenhunt 

Madge Young 
Elsie Zellner 
Pat Ziglar��

Charles H. Lane, Sr. 
Charles and Becky Carlisle 
Mrs. William Lawrence 
Fred and Gwen Deaton 

William Charles Lewis, III 
Bob and Mary Beth Ragin 

Gordon M. McKenney, Jr. 
Dick and Olive Baird 
M. Duane McKibbin 

Ruth Beeson 
Ed and Susan Hardin 



Grandfather Home Expands Services: 
Therapy in Asheville and Smoky Mountain Regions, 

Diagnostic Assessment and Day Treatment in Banner Elk  
 

     Several years ago, we created a continuum of care as a natural extension of Grandfather 
Home for Children to assist in the transition of children from the residential treatment center 
in Banner Elk, back to the community.  This continuum began with a group home in the 
Asheville area and has grown to include group homes in Sylva, Raleigh and Winston-Salem.  
Additionally, we provide therapeutic and family foster 
care and adoption services in two-thirds of the state.  

This has given us the opportunity to serve more children in more areas, with any pro-
gram of the continuum serving as a point of entry for a child.  This has truly made it 
possible to serve the child now before us.   
    As we continue to look at the rising needs of children, we look for ways to refine 
our continuum.  We have recently added therapy services in the Smoky and Ashe- 
ville areas.  Our therapists are trained in trauma-focused cognitive behavioral  
therapy, a specialized treatment that is documented to have a positive effect 
on decreasing the trauma symptoms so many of our children have.   
     We have recently been endorsed to provide Diagnostic Assessment 
services that will allow us to assess the needs of children as they enter 
our continuum and assure that they are connected with services to help 
them heal.   
     Also, we will soon be opening a Day Treatment Program on the 
Banner Elk campus.  The day treatment program will provide mental 
health treatment at Grandfather Academy to children who struggle 
in an academic setting, with the ultimate goal of transitioning the  
child back into a public school setting.  This program will serve 
both children from the local community and the residential 
treatment center. 
     Lastly, Campbell Cottage will be our highest level of care 
and is scheduled 
to open in 2010. 
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Tricia Wilson Hired to 
Lead Fundraising Efforts 

 

 Following a search that extended over several months, Tricia Wilson, a Lin-
ville resident, has been appointed to lead fundraising efforts.  Wilson will oversee 
fundraising, marketing, church and public relations for Grandfather Home.  “Our 
marketing efforts will be aimed at expanding and deepening the public’s awareness 
of the problems experienced by children who come to Grandfather Home, and  also 
will educate the public about the broad array of services we provide,” notes Wilson.   
 Tricia, a licensed North Carolina attorney, is a native of Watauga County 
who attended Duke University School of Law, graduating with honors in 1985.  Her 
undergraduate degree is from the University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill.  Tricia 
practiced law in Raleigh for approximately ten years, and later, in Boone, where she 
concentrated in estate planning matters.  She has lived in Linville since 1998, and has 

served on the board of the Avery Chamber of Commerce.   From 2007 to 2009, Tricia was the Director of Gift Plan-
ning at Appalachian State University, where she successfully developed financial support for the university’s educa-
tional mission. 
 Tricia has a long history of community service in the High Country, having volunteered with the High Country 
United Way (as Allocation Chair in 2004-5, and Board Chair in 2006); the High Country Women’s Fund (which she 
helped to establish in 2005); and the Health and Hunger Coalition of the High Country.  She also was employed as the 
Director of the Watauga County Project on Aging (1978-85) and was instrumental in the establishment of “Applecart,” 
a rural transportation system in Watauga County.   

You can contact Tricia Wilson at 828-260-6401or by e-mail at t.wilson@grandfatherhome.org.  

Norma Campbell Cottage 
Highest Level of care: secure facility – protecting 
troubled children from themselves and others. 

Residential Treatment Center 
Intensive Group and Individual 
Therapy at Hayes Campus – Banner Elk 
*Day Treatment Program* 

Therapeutic Foster Care or 
Regional Group Home  
Less restrictive environment, increased 
independent skills and therapies  

Family Foster Care 
Family setting with 
least restrictive environment 

Adoption Services 
Permanent placement with 
a safe and loving family 

Therapy and diagnostic assessment ap-
ply to all areas of the continuum of care. 

Continuum of Care 



 Sometimes our 
staff surprises all of us at 
Grandfather Home for 
Children. I was talking 
with one of our staff 
members recently about 
her work with the chil-
dren.  She has worked 
directly with children in 
the residential cottages for 

several years.  When she came to Grandfather Home, 
she told me, she had originally planned to stay only a 
short time. What she had loved was buying and resell-
ing homes.  She had been quite successful at it and 
was looking forward to returning to her business. 
 But guess what! She found something that mo-
tivated her even more.  To her surprise, every time 
that she felt that she was ready to leave, something 
began to tug at her heart. The children’s great poten-
tial and critical needs remained right there before her. 
Christ’s work was being carried out in very special 
ways with those who needed help the most. 
 So as each year passed, she decided to stay 
with the children a little longer. If that had been all 
there was to this story of personal dedication it would 
certainly have been enough.  But there is more. 
 As we stood talking out beside the cottage 
while the children were playing, she added that she 
had reached a very personal decision. She had decided 
to make arrangements so that she could contribute to 
the children’s support even after her time on earth was 
finished. She had worked out a plan that would fit in 
with her prior decisions and carry out these heartfelt 
desires. 
 And this is what struck me as so inspira-
tional.  She came to work; she stayed to give.  And the 
deep sense of joy and gratification about it was evi-
dent. 
 If you would like to explore some of the ways 
for including Grandfather Home in your will or insur-
ance policy, I would be glad to talk with you about 
them.  There are many ways for working things out 
comfortably, while making your loved ones priority. 
 Do not hesitate to give me a call at 
828.260.0002 or 828.669.3641. 
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June 5, 2009 - Blowing Rock Country Club 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

William P. Haynes, Jr. of Kingsport, TN was 
also inducted into the Children’s Trust Society. 

In his absence, board member, Jane Scott, 
accepted his plaque. 

Left: Ruby Blackwell 
of Newland, NC. 

Current staff member.  

 

Right: Troy and 
Shelley Cook of 
Banner Elk, NC. 

Shelley is a former 
staff member. 

Left: William and 
Martha Graham of 

Blountville, TN. 

Right: C. D. and 
Colleen Williams of  
Winston-Salem, NC. 

Dr. Richard A. Ray 
Children’s Trust Society   

��������	
���������	
���������	
���������	
�
��

������������

������������

������������

����������

������������������������������������� ���



    Jerome  
came to 
Grandfather 
Home three 
months ago.  

His mother sought treatment for him once she learned that an extended 
family member had sexually abused Jerome.  His father still has joint 
custody, but lives in a very destructive environment and rarely sees his 
son.  Two weeks after arriving at Grandfather Home, Jerome’s mother 
(the only stable person in his life) learned that she has lung cancer.  
Needless to say, Jerome was devastated when he learned of this news. 
 In the past two months, Jerome’s mother began steps to secure 
sole custody of him, so that if she passed away, his father would not 
have custody.  Even with this news, Jerome is making progress in his 
treatment and healing, but remains down about his mother’s health.   

 
 

Please pray for his mother’s healing, for favor with the  
court system and for continued progress in Jerome’s treatment. 
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This section of the newsletter is dedicated to a child who has 

recently come into our care and desperately needs your prayers. 

Memorial Gifts Continued 
Agnes Miller 

Marjorie Hoffman 
Jim and Nancy Raymond 
Science Hill High School,  

Class of 1943 
David Montgomery 

Mike and Judy Daniels 
Evelyn "Nana" Morton 
John and Annette Russo 

Brian Anderson Nicholson 
Melvin H. Amos, Sr. 
Melvin H. Amos, Jr. 

Gene and Gaye Anderson 
Carolinas Oral & Facial Surgery 

Center Doctors and  Staff 
Jerry and Mary Frances Cullom 

Mac and Joan Cunningham 
Mike, Emily, Rebecca, Chris, Jamie 

and Sarah Epley 
Lynn and Peggy Greenwell 

Jim and Jo Ann Griffin 
Cosmo Mendolla 

Sam and Joanne Moore 
Sue and Dee Reddick 
Anne and Pat Rose 

Hal Rose and Family 
Anntoinette Ryals 

Mr. and Mrs. William M. Shaw 
Emile and Dorothy Werk 

Mary C. Williams and Family 
Thomas Colson "Tommy" Parks 

Doranna Anderson 
Steve and Phyllis Carouthers 
Homer and Patricia Hoover 

Don and Ava McGinnis 
NC Oral Health Section- 

Central Office Staff 
Larry and Rhonda Parks 

Mary Alice Rhoades 
James and Margaret Wilson 

Elmo J. Pascal 
Kathy Parse 

James Norman Pease, Jr. 
Ruth Beeson 
Donald Ross 

Brenda Gladden 
J. Paul Russell 

Bess Keller 
Mary "Mattie" Seay 

First Presbyterian Women  
of Mount Holly 

Athyne Shanks 
Bill and Donna Sade 

Nancy Cloer "Bo" Shell 
Winifred Hovey 

Chuck Perry 
Allene Stevens 

Dr. David M. Sloan 
John and Teta Angel 

Mary Cushman Smith 
Nina Gregg 

Jack Sorrells 
Truette Baird 

Danny Staton, Sr. 
Jim and Jane Brock 

Katie Stout 
Jim and Jane Brock 

Marie Temple 
Truette Baird 
John Thorne 

Catherine Warren 
Sarah Daniel Ward 

Jim Ward 
Edgar K. Woods, Sr. 
Mary Louise Fleenor 
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It has been many years since the children at Grandfa-
ther Home have grown a garden.  With the help of 

volunteers, Lee and Mary Metzger, the kids are 
growing beans, squash, corn, melons, tomatoes, 

beets, cucumbers, peppers and more.  Our kitchen 
workers are excited about using the fruits and vege-
tables to prepare meals.  The kids are having a great 

time and also learning valuable lessons!   
Thanks to Lee and Mary for their hard work!   



Grandfather Home for Children, a private agency affiliated with the Presbyterian Church (USA), provides love and healing to children and fami-
lies who have been hurt by emotional, sexual, or other abuse.  Our Christian staff works with the children to resolve the hurt, providing hope and 
unconditional acceptance, so they can again live with a family. If a child cannot be reunited with the family of birth, an adopted family or another 
community living arrangement is the goal. Recognizing the critical importance of families, Grandfather Home provides support services to ensure 
that families will remain together free of abuse and hurt. Prayer and strong private financial support are essential to continually sustain and im-
prove our ministry's work. 

BOARD OF TRUSTEES 
Mrs. Carol Allen 
Blowing Rock, NC  
Mr. Dick Bradbury 
Linville, NC 
Mrs. Christine Brown 
Statesville, NC  
Mr. L. Jack Clark  
Griffin, GA  
Mr. Ray Collins 
Winston-Salem, NC  
Mr. Fred Deaton 
Statesville, NC 
Mr. Ed Hardin 
Banner Elk, NC 
Mr. Parks Souther 
Linville, NC 
Mr. Dick Wilson 
Blowing Rock, NC 
Mrs. Tawana Wilson-Allen 
Charlotte, NC 
Dr. Tommy Wright 
Boone, NC 

Nonprofit Org.  
U.S. Postage  

PAID 
Banner Elk, NC 
Permit No. 10 

GRANDFATHER HOME FOR 
CHILDREN 
PO Box 98 

Banner Elk, NC 28604 
(828) 898-5465 

www.grandfatherhome.org 

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED 
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